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CLARIFICATION OF PRIVATE PILOT EXPERT- -
ENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR ISSUANCE OF 
AN INSTRUMENT RATING 

Section 20.127(a) sets forth the aero
nautical experience which an applicant 
must meet in order to acquire an instru
ment rating. As one of the require
ments, it is specified that the applicant 
must hold either a commercial or .pri
vate pilot certificate and meet the aero
nautical experience requirements for the 
issuance of a commercial pilot certifi
cate. As Bart of the aeronautical experi
ence for a commercial pilot certificate 
$ 20.44(c) requires the applicant to se
cure 10 hours of dual instruction in prep
aration for the commercial flight test. 
To require such dual instruction to be 
made applicable to private pilots seek
ing instrument ratings is unduly burden
some and has no direct bearing on either 
the preparation or demonstration of pro
ficiency required for an instrument rat
ing. 
It further appears that paragraph (d) 

of §20.44, which provides for 10 hours 
of instrument flight experience. Is a pre
requisite to fulfilling nrtntmrnw require
ments of ICAO for issuance of a com
mercial pilot certificate. Since this pro
vision is unrelated to the acquisition bv 
a private pilot of an instrument rating, 
there is no need to include the require
ments of this paragraph as a part of the 
aeronautical experience requirements 
that must be met by the private pilot 
to obtain an instrument rating. 

Therefore, in order to clarify the in
tent of 8 20.127(a), it is necessary to 
amend the provisions of that paragraph 
to provide that an applicant for an in
strument rating who is the holder of a 
private pilot certificate is not required 
to meet the areonautical experience re
quirements for a commercial pilot cer
tificate specified in S 20.44 (c) and.(d). 
Since this amendment imposes no 

additional burden on any person, notice 
and -public procedure hereon are un
necessary, and it may be made effective 
in less than 30 days. 
In consideration of the foregoing, Part 

20 of the Civil Air Regulations (14 CFR 
Part 20) is hereby amended as follows: 
By amending paragraph (a) of § 20.127 

to read; 
§ 20.12? Aeronautical experience. 

* » » » « 
(a) He shall hold (1) a commercial 

pilot certificate, or (2) a private pilot 
certificate and meet the aeronautical ex
perience requirements of | 20.44 (a) and 
(b); and 
This amendment shall become effec

tive upon its publication in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. 
(Sees. 313(a), 601, 602, 608-810, 72 Slat. 754, 776, 776, 779-780; 49 XJS.C. 1364, 1421, 1422, 1428-1430) 
Issued in Washington, D.C, on July 1, 

1959. 
JAMES T. PVLE, 

Acting Administrator. 
|P.R. Doc. 59-5610: Plied, July 7, 1959; 8:46 a.m.] 

Fart 20 last printed August 23, 1956 

USCOKB—0C 


